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Art. XI. — CRITICAL NOTICES. 

1. — 1. Paris en Amerique. Par le Docteur Ren£ Lepebvre, Pari- 
sian de la Societes des Contribuables de France et des Administr^s 
de Paris ; des Societes Philadelphique et Philharmonique d'Alise 
et d'Alaise, etc. ; de la Real Academia de los Tontos de Guisando ; 
Pastore nell' Arcadia in Brenta (detto Melibeo 1' Intronato) ; Mit- 
glied des Gross- und Klein-Deutschen Narrew-Landtags ; Mitglied 
der K. K. Hanswurst-Akademie zu Gansedorf ; Membre du Club 
Tarleton, a Coventry F. R. F. S. M. A. D. D., etc. ; Commandeur 
de l'Ordre grand ducal della Civetta; Chevalier du Merle Blanc 
(LXXXIX me classe), avec plaque, etc., etc. JEgri Somnia. Paris : 
Charpentier. 1863. 12mo. pp. 450. 

2. The Same. Translated by Mary L. Booth. New York : 
Charles Scribner. 1863. 12mo. pp. 373. 

The Preface to this curious piece of satire is dated at " New Lib- 
erty, Virginia, July 4th, 1862." In a magnetic sleep, which is created 
by the power of the " Spiritualist Medium," Jonathan Dream, Doctor 
Lefebvre is enabled with his wife and family to pass the ocean, to carry 
Paris with him, and to dwell for a season in that new American Paris. 
The part of America in which his domicile is fixed is the State of 
Massachusetts. At first, the intention of the writer would seem to be 
to ridicule America, its customs and its people ; and there is hardly 
one of the thirty-five chapters that does not bring into bold relief some 
ludicrous feature of American life. But very soon the reader finds 
that it is not things American, so much as things French and Parisian, 
which the writer intends to satirize ; that the whole book is a covert 
attack upon the abuses and the absurdities of French methods and the 
French administration. The contrast between American manners and 
French manners is always favorable to America; and especially is 
liberty presented as the source of all that is good, comfortable, and 
beautiful in life. The book is a keen and scathing sarcasm upon cen- 
tralization and a despotic rule. It is amazing that the Emperor's 
censors should have allowed it to be published. 

In all the sketches of Doctor Lefebvre there is a pervading humor, 
but the wit is not so sparkling as that of About or Gautier. There 
are often attempts at wit which fall far short of their mark. It is im- 
possible, however, to refuse admiration to the adroitness of a writer, 
who manages to make the very traits which are quoted in derision of 
the Yankees tell in their favor and against their critics. The insolent 
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temper and the eager competition of our people become virtues as 
this observer describes them. One of his most amusing chapters gives 
us a speech which a boy of sixteen, who has been educated in the public 
schools, makes at a political meeting in behalf of his father, candidate 
for the office of street inspector, securing his father's triumphant elec- 
tion, and overthrowing all the arguments of the opposite party. For 
the militia system, too, that method of volunteer armies which is so 
strongly condemned by the military authorities abroad, our author has 
only good words ; and he is delighted to show to a nation where wor- 
ship is supported by the state how excellently well the voluntary 
system works in religion, and to a Church which forbids priests to 
marry how valuable and efficient are the wives of American ministers. 
The chapter entitled " The Chinaman " goes, however, a little further 
than any possible experience of the Atlantic coast. The argument of 
the pig-tailed worshipper of Fo, that in a free country he has as much 
right as any other man to set up his form of devotion, and that it is 
only fair to give the Christians the same chance of conversion that the 
Chinese get from the Christian missionaries, is doubtless a good argu- 
ment, but one not likely to be applied. No pagoda has yet been 
opened in an American city, not even, we believe, in San Francisco. 
The Chinese bring their greed of gain across the sea, but not their 
priests or their idols. 

Of course, the writer expatiates upon the peculiar institution of 
New England, the public schools, and finds in this universal education 
one of the grandest triumphs of liberty. He gives, too, a picture of a 
Sunday school, taking care that the ground tone shall be clearly heard. 
Perhaps the spirit of the volume can best be given by a specimen of 
the conversation in the Sunday school which the Doctor held with the 
pastor, after the children had gone through their exercises of song 
and prayer, of address and questioning, — one young girl teaching to 
others still younger the stories of the Bible with their moral meaning. 

" This education given to infancy by youth charmed me ; and I compli- 
mented the minister for it. ' But,' I added, ' I suppose that you reserve for 
yourself the catechism. The doctrine will risk some change in passing through 
these novice mouths ? ' 

" ' No,' said he ; ' for doctrine, as for all the rest, we leave them to their 
teachers, only under our supervision. At eighteen years, one is not a heretic. 
If there is anything to fear, it is rather too much attachment to the letter.' 

" ' But if these young heads should really be set working ? ' 

" ' Very well,' said the pastor, ' we are here to put them on their way. Our 
motto is that of Paul, Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there also is liberty. We 
have no taste for the faith of the coalheaver, that credulous ignorance, which 
would equally sanctify a Christian, or a Mahometan, or a Buddhist. There 
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is in youth a spiritual crisis, as there is a bodily crisis. The hour comes 
when it must wrestle with the truth, as Jacob with the angel : he only is con- 
vinced who has been vanquished by the Gospel. We wish a faith reasoned out.' 

" ' And reasoning too,' I added ; ' for every one of these teachers is bound 
to go out from the Sunday school with the taste and mania for preaching.' 

" ' So much the better,' said Naaman ; ' to us every man is a priest, every 
woman a priestess. Why should there be in religious society less ardor and 
faith than in political society ? Is the title of Christian less beautiful and 
less responsible than that of citizen ? ' 

" I was dumb ; this style of considering religion as the common patrimony 
of all believers contradicted all my ideas. They told me always that the 
Church was a monarchy, and not a republic. As a wise man, I have left the 
care of my conscience and my faith to the Church which brought me up. It 
is not I, but my director, who is to look after my salvation. Why, then, take 
this useless trouble, and assume this dangerous responsibility ? " 

The translation is well executed. We learn from the translator that 
Dr. Rene Lefebvre is a pseudonyme for Edouard Laboulaye. 



2. — Sermons preached before his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
during his Tour in the East in the Spring of 1862, with Notices 
of some of the Localities visited. By Arthur Penrhyn Stanley, 
D. D., Regius Professor of Ecclesiastical History in the University 
of Oxford ; Honorary Chaplain in Ordinary to the Queen ; Deputy 
Clerk of the Closet ; Honorary Chaplain to the Prince of Wales. 
Published by Command. London : John Murray. 1863. 8vo. 
pp. xx., 232. 

A volume of Sermons " published by command " is a rare phe- 
nomenon. Royal auditors usually endure preaching from a sense of 
decency, but are not often solicitous to preserve the sermons they 
hear, or to multiply in their libraries that species of literature. Until 
the present reign, hardly any English monarch since the Stuarts has 
cared enough for the homilies of the chaplains either to heed their 
counsels or to praise their words. Victoria has the singular grace 
of loving to hear sermons, and of preferring good ones. Her choice of 
religious teachers has brought to the Royal Chapels men, whether in 
the English or the Scotch Church, who are skilled in discourse, and 
whose diction is as beautiful as their thoughts are large and noble. 
We will not say that Professor Stanley is the ablest in this company, 
but he is certainly the most noted. He is the only one as yet who 
has produced a volume which royal favor has consecrated, and which 
is dedicated to the future king of the realm, with the sincere love 



